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BRITISH VALUES 

How we promote British Values at Bramley Sunnyside Infant School 

The DfE have recently reinforced the need “to create and enforce a clear and rigorous 
expectation on all schools to promote the fundamental British values of democracy, 
the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with 
different faiths and beliefs.” 

At Bramley Sunnyside Infant School these values are reinforced regularly and in the 
following ways: 

Curriculum: 

 In Key Stage 1 pupils are taught about similarities and differences between ways of 

life in different periods, how changes within living memory reveal changes in national life 

and about events beyond living memory that are significant nationally. They also learn 

about the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national 

achievements.              

 

 As a whole school, we have celebrated the World Cup, the Olympics and Para 

Olympics, with an Olympic themed sports Day. The Olympic torch was brought to school 

and children had their photographs taken with it as a memento of this important National 

event.  Year 2 children have also taken part in an Olympic inspired Sport’s event at the 

English Institute of Sport in Sheffield where they have competed in Olympic Games 

disciplines. 

 

 Royal celebrations play a large part in our curriculum offer and the Golden Jubilee was 

a huge event for the school, with a 'street party' event held on the school playground and 

traditional children's party food served to all. 

 

 British traditions are kept alive here at Bramley Sunnyside Infant School through 

events and opportunities that are woven into children’s learning. Some of the things we 

have done include:  Visits to the Pantomime, Producing a Nativity Play for parents to 

watch, Celebrating Pancake day and St George’s day, growing vegetables on our school 

allotment, holding Summer Fairs and celebrations including Tea Dances, Paying our 

respects with the local Community at the Cenotaph for Remembrance Day, attending 

celebrations at our local Church, visits to the seaside and tasting Fish and Chips, having 

pic-nics on the school field and playing ring games and singing playground chants as part 

of our playtime and lunchtime provision. 

 

 Our daily assemblies are very important to us, and it is here that we regularly uphold 

the traditional values of empathy, respect and tolerance. These are also taught within 

formal SEAL, PSHE, Citizenship and RE lessons and, indeed, the British values of respect, 

tolerance and empathy are fostered throughout all of our daily interactions: modelled by 
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staff and nurtured in pupils. Our school Values serve to re inforce this in a very tangible 

way for children. They are proud to recognise these qualities not only in their actions but 

in those of their peers.  

 

Democracy: 

 Each year the children decide upon their class rules and the rights and responsibilities 

associated with these and record them in the form of a class promise.  Each child signs 

and agrees to this promise.  Class promises and the school rules are shared in 

assembly for the whole school to hear about and respect. 

 Pupil voice is important to us as a school. Children have many opportunities for their 

voices to be heard. We have a student council who meet regularly and consult their 

peers before making final decisions. 

 Our School Council members are democratically elected annually through a ballot 

having shared their election address with their class.  

 Democracy is explained in classrooms and in assemblies and the children are 

encouraged to use this process to make decisions for their whole class or school. 

Children have voted on issues such as names for Class take home toys, school council 

representatives, rewards in recognition of following and actively promoting our school 

values, ideas for enhancements of continuous provision, ideas for fund raising events, 

resources to be purchased for school. 

The Rule of Law: 

 The importance of Laws, whether they be those that govern the class, the school, or 

the country, are consistently reinforced throughout regular school days and through 

school assemblies. Our behaviour expectations and consequence ladders help to give 

children a visual reminder of the consequences of our actions. Children are 

encouraged to make the ‘right choices’ with regards to their own behaviour. 

 Children from as young as Foundation Stage are taught the importance of laws through 

their classroom routines both indoor and outdoor. They are taught to be respectful of 

in the classroom and beyond. 

 Pupils are taught the value and reasons behind law enforcement, that they govern and 

protect us, and the responsibilities that these involve and the consequences that can 

occur when laws are broken. Police officers regularly visit school and lead assemblies. 

Other agencies such as the Fire Service and Road Safety also help re inforce this 

message. 

 

Individual Liberty: 

 Within school, pupils are actively encouraged to make choices, knowing that they are 

in a safe and supportive environment. As a school we educate and provide boundaries 
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for young pupils to make choices safely, through the provision of a safe environment 

and empowering education.  

 Pupils are encouraged to know, understand and exercise their rights and personal 

freedoms and are advised how to exercise these safely, for example through our E-

Safety and PSHE lessons.  

 Our School aims encourage children to be individuals, to be themselves, but respect 

others for who they are. 

 ‘Good to be Me ‘ SEAL topics are used to further re inforce this. Children in Foundation 

Stage are encouraged to add to learning journey displays and parents are encouraged 

to complete ‘I am proud slips’ that celebrate children’s individual talents and 

achievements.  

 Children’s personal and academic successes are celebrated in assembly with entries 

in a Gold Book.   

 Pupils are given the freedom to make choices, whether through choice of challenge in 

learning activities, how they record their work, listening to peer critique before choosing 

how they will improve their work, choice of which reading books they will take home, 

choice of lunchtime activities, or their individual participation in our extra-curricular 

clubs and opportunities. 

 

Mutual Respect: 

 Assemblies regularly promote ‘respect’, and pupils have been part of discussions 

related to what this means and how it is shown. Our School Aims Posters around the 

school and School Values displays promote respect for others and this is reiterated 

through our classroom and learning rules, as well as our behaviour policy.  

 When a child does something well their achievement is celebrated in a weekly ‘Gold 

Book Assembly’. Part of our school ethos revolves around core values including 

respect and pupils have been part of discussions and assemblies related to what this 

means and how it is shown.  Pupils actively collect beads in a jar when they have been 

spotted showing respect. This helps to give a strong visual reminder to children. 

 These ideas are reiterated through the school and classroom rules, as well as our 

behaviour policy. Wherever necessary, additional support in the form of Nurture Clubs 

is given to individual children to help develop self – esteem and the concept of respect. 

 Our work on Critique provides children with a framework to show respect to others 

when peer assessing their learning.  
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Tolerance of those of Different Faiths and Beliefs: 

 This is achieved through enhancing pupils’ understanding of their place in a culturally 

diverse society and by giving them opportunities to experience such diversity. We have 

visits from the local Vicar as well as church members who run a regular ‘Open the 

Book’ assembly.  

 We value first hand experiences and as a result we seek to build tolerance and respect 

of different faiths and beliefs through the study of a variety of cultures and their 

celebrations. Children respond positively to a range of artistic and cultural events in 

school and resources from other cultures are used to enhance our provision. We 

ensure that diversity is kept as a priority and images books and resources are chosen 

carefully so that the multi- cultural society that we live in is represented around school. 

 We use assemblies to explore and understand the similarities between religions. 

Curriculum topics include learning about and, most importantly, from other faiths. We 

aim to build an understanding and tolerance of different cultures, religions and points 

of view.  

 We follow the Rotherham Agreed syllabus for RE and use the SEAL materials to 

enhance PSHE teaching. 


