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Bramley Sunnyside Infant School Curriculum 

We are extremely proud of the highly creative and inspiring 

curriculum we have here at Bramley Sunnyside Infant School. 

We provide a broad and balanced curriculum which also 

promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical 

development of every child. Our curriculum is planned according 

to the statutory guidance for the Early Years Foundation Stage 

and National Curriculum.  

Our belief is that learning should begin with curiosity or a question 

allowing time for children’s thinking and freedom to act 

according to their ideas. Teachers plan ‘Wow’ moments in order 

to engage and inspire young minds. For example, children at 

Bramley Sunnyside discover giant’s footprints, receive letters from 

tiny elves, visit space centres and meet all kinds of creatures 

during their time with us.  

 
 

With this in mind, our aim is to offer provision that is rich in 

possibilities providing children with learning environments of 

enquiry and discovery. We believe children should be given the 

time to explore their own interests and question their feelings in 

order to search further and take time to revisit. 

Skills of both independence and teamwork are constantly 

encouraged and developed.  

We value creative expression and believe that every child is rich in 

potential. No two children are the same, nor will they ever have 

the chance to be three, four, five, six and seven again. Their time 

with us is precious. By giving children many varied opportunities to 

express themselves, using their imagination, our aim is to make the 

‘invisible’, visible.  
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English 

At Bramley Sunnyside we encourage all of our children to believe 

that they are readers and writers. Our classroom Literacy areas 

such as Role Play and Reading and Writing stations are topic 

themed and aim to engage all genders and abilities to be 

independent readers and writers. Children are given a purpose to 

write. They read print in the environment and write labels and 

captions that mean something to them. Planning is carefully 

considered to include exciting hooks into learning and then 

adjusted to follow the interest and progress needs of each child.  

    

All genres of writing are taught including poetry, narrative and 

non-fiction. These are regularly revisited in order to improve 

children’s knowledge and understanding and enable each child 

to be the best writer that they can be.  

Our children access many different vehicles of learning within their 

Literacy lessons. These include ICT, Role Play, Small World, 

Construction and games. Literacy lessons are often cross curricular 

and children may be Scientists or Artists whilst being a reader or 

author too.  
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Our school book collection is vast and varied encouraging all 

readers to find excitement and pleasure in the books they read. 

Children are invited to take home at least three books a week, 

and our effective Home/ School diary enables good 

communication between parents/ carers and teachers, where 

learning and targets are shared regularly. Children listen to 

Mystery readers, read with the Rotherham Titans and Rotherham 

United Football Club. They choose books that mean something to 

them as our aim is to foster a passion for reading as well as 

teaching the important reading skills they will need for the rest of 

their lives. 

          



4 
 

                

Phonics is taught daily in all year groups. Children are taught to 

segment, blend and say the word and learn to read tricky words 

by sight. Phonics is definitely fun at Bramley Sunnyside… You will 

hear ’ketchup claps, ‘Thank you very much’ in the style of Elvis 

and many other celebrations, all of which engage even the 

youngest children to want to learn to spell accurately.  

  

 Mathematics 

At Bramley Sunnyside we believe maths is a necessary life skill and 

we aim to provide a  maths education which fosters firm 

foundations for understanding the world, the ability to reason 

mathematically and above all a sense of enjoyment, love for and 

curiosity about the subject. 

We follow the programmes of study for Year One and Two as 

outlined in the National curriculum 2014 and the EYFS curriculum. 

Connections are made across all mathematical ideas in order to 

develop fluency, mathematical reasoning and competence in 

solving problems.  

 

Our classroom approach to teaching maths is practical and 

creative. We have a fantastic range of exciting and attractive 

practical equipment which is used in all year groups in all daily 

lessons. We firmly believe that the use of such resources gives 

Maths a context, ensures conceptual understanding, develops 

mathematical language, and fosters independence as well as 

providing challenge through rich and increasingly sophisticated 

problems. Above all we are proud to say that Maths at Bramley is 

fun! 
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Science 

At Bramley Sunnyside Infants School we provide children with a 

high quality science education that builds on children’s 

knowledge and skills for understanding their world. All children are 

taught essential aspects of the methods, processes and uses of 

science. Children are encouraged to explore science through 

excitement and curiosity in their natural environment. Our outdoor 

space is vast and we are proud of the equipment and resources 

we have worked hard to acquire. We visit local woodlands and 

ponds and are extremely proud of our school allotment.  

   

Children are taught through cross curricular topics and introduced 

to life processes, habitats, basic structures and classification of 

common plants and animals. We often visit places like Eureka or 

the Yorkshire Wildlife Park for first hand experiences children will 

never forget. In addition children explore night and day, forces 

causing movement, speed change and altered shape. Children 

make shadow puppets and explore light boxes; they build ramps 

on a large scale using Tonka trucks. They find out about specific 

scientists such as Darwin and act out being a Scientist by doing it 

for themselves.  
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We are confident that children at Bramley Sunnyside Infants are 

well equipped with the scientific knowledge required to 

understand the uses and implications of science, today and for 

the future.  

For after all “There is a single light of science, and to brighten it 

anywhere is to brighten it everywhere.” (Isaac Asimov) 

Science is a spark that creates continuous excitement within 

school.  

 

      

 

Art 

Art at Bramley Sunnyside Infant School is very much at the heart of 

our rich and creative curriculum. Children are encouraged to 

express their thoughts and ideas through using a wide range of 

media including paint, textiles and clay. Children study a range of 

artists and craftspeople, finding out about techniques and styles 

both locally, nationally and globally. Local artists and advanced 

skills teachers work with the children to develop skills in felt making, 

weaving and ceramics. Children’s key skills in Art are developed 

and refined throughout EYFS and KS1 in order for every child to 

reach their full potential. We are one of the few Primary Schools to 

own a kiln and children are able to produce fired ceramic pots. 

The quality of Art work on display is true testimony to the artistic 

capabilities of all children at Bramley Sunnyside. Our standards 

and expectations are high and we have much to be proud of!  

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/i/isaacasimo101762.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/i/isaacasimo101762.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/i/isaac_asimov.html
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Computing 

Children at Bramley Sunnyside are able to use computers on a 

daily basis as part of their cross curricular learning. All classes from 

FS2 to Year 2 have interactive Smart Boards and individual 

computers/ laptops for groups of children to work on. In addition 

to this we have listening stations, programmable toys and digital/ 

flip cameras. Our aim is for all children to be able to use word 

processing packages, create art work on screen and use the 

Internet safely and securely to research information that will 

support their learning.  
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Design and Technology 

Children love to make things at Bramley Sunnyside! We are 

extremely proud of the provision we have built up over the years 

to support children’s natural curiosity of fitting things together! All 

corridors in Key Stage One have purpose built construction areas 

with enhancements that support cross curricular topic work. The 

quality of resources is high. All EYFS classrooms have continuous 

provision for Construction and staff add enhancements to these 

as they follow the interests of the children. You will see children 

building cages to trap tigers, dens both inside and outside and six 

feet tall dinosaurs out of reclaimed materials. We also have 

exciting plans to develop the use of pulley systems and 

mechanisms to transport water to the allotment!  
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Geography 

Geography at Bramley Sunnyside Infant School is taught very 

much through exploration of first hand experiences. Children are 

lucky to be able to explore the great outdoors both locally and on 

educational visits within and outside of the borough. Children find 

out about the world in which they live through studying the 

weather, animal habitats, finding out about and comparing 

places as well as looking at national and global issues via 

newsbytes and the internet. We have established important links 

with Kenya and are proud to support the ‘One at a Time’ project. 

We write to our pen pals, share photographs and videos as well as 

raising funds to help children less fortunate than Bramley Sunnyside 

children. In this way we can help children to build up a picture of 

the world beyond their own homes.  
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History 

Children are able to travel back in time at Bramley Sunnyside firstly 

by thinking about their own history and events in the lives of 

themselves and their family members. They follow topics such as 

The Time Machine and discover how the Victorian way of life 

differs to modern day living. Children get to role play Robin Hood 

and his Merry Men with visiting theatre companies, and be 

palaeontologists digging up dinosaur bones in the allotment. 

Historical language is developed throughout EYFS and KS1 as 

children start to realise how to place events in history and discover 

the key events and people in the past that shaped life for them 

today.  

 

    

 

Music 

Music is very much alive in our school. Our approach to teaching 

music is a cross curricular and topic based one. Every day children 

receive opportunities to use their voices through singing or 

chanting in whole school, class or small group situations. Children 

experience a wide variety of musical genres and music from 

different cultures and use untuned and tuned instruments to 

create simple compositions. Children have opportunities to listen 

to, appraise and express themselves to music through art and 

dance.  Children’s musical capabilities are celebrated in class 

assemblies, festivals at Bramley church, in our fabulous Christmas 

plays and annual Bramley’s got Talent competition. Children are 

proud to have built up a diverse repertoire of songs by the time 

they leave us!   

 



11 
 

PE 

PE at Bramley Sunnyside has become an increasingly high profiled 

subject especially over the past year. Staff have listened to the 

pupil voice and as a result many new skills and games are being 

taught. Children take part in intra school competitions for mat ball 

and tag rugby as well as dancing in the Wickersley School and 

Sports College Dance Festivals. Children learn Street Dance and 

Gymnastics both in PE sessions and in After School Clubs. Even the 

youngest children learn to cheer lead. Parents are invited to 

watch their child shine in the school’s infamous annual Sports Day. 

There is a real team ethos at Bramley Sunnyside Infants and 

children are proud to wear the ‘Bramley All Stars’ shirt to represent 

their school.  
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PSHE 

Personal, Social and Health Education and Citizenship enables 

children to develop the knowledge, skills and attitudes they will 

need throughout their lives. We place high importance on our 

school values of Love, Respect, Perseverance, Teamwork and 

Challenge. Children are able to articulate the values they have 

shown and take great pride in placing beads in the central value 

jars to mark the life skill they have demonstrated. Our jars really are 

overflowing by the end of year! We teach children about how 

society is organised and governed through each child voting to 

elect a class member to be on the School Council. We encourage 

children to play a positive role in contributing to the life of the 

school by being Special Friends, Buddies on the playground and 

‘Experts’ at something. We develop this in our community for 

example by sending out cards and handmade gifts to local care 

homes. Our link with Kenya reinforces this message and we are 

proud to be able to fund raise for a whole range of charities. The 

emotional well-being of children at Bramley Sunnyside is 

paramount; children are truly nurtured and loved here.  
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RE 

Children at Bramley Sunnyside learn about the different faiths and 

beliefs in order for them to make sense of the multi-cultural society 

in which we live. RE is taught through first hand experiences and 

stories and children act out festivals and celebrations using the 

wide range of resources we have to offer. You will see the Chinese 

New Year being celebrated in the Home Corner in Nursery, Year 

Two children dancing to Bhangra music and Weddings and 

Christenings being re-enacted in our local church. Children take 

part in a daily act of collective worship and listen to a weekly 

bible story. Other cultures come alive as we encourage children 

to taste food from different cultures and meet members of society 

from local mosques and synagogues.  
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“What the pupils say about our Curriculum.” 

 

 

“I like maths because I can do number sentences and I can use 10’s and units to help me 

work the answer out” Ruby. 

 

“I love writing jobs because we get special books to do it in and we can put pictures and 

writing in it” Cristiano. 

 

“I like topics! If it’s something true like space we get to make our own non-fiction 

books and write them on the computer” Emma. 

 

“I like how we get to learn different things like dinosaurs,  I was really into dinosaurs 

and I learned so much more about them and I wanted to be a dinosaur person – Y1 

Cristiano said “yeah it’s called a palaeontologist!” Ryan. 

 

“In numeracy you get to use apparatus like owls, teddies, sweets, frogs and ponds and 

everything” Tiana. 
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“I like doing spellings because you can put them into a good sentence and use a 

connective” Alex. 

 

“I like PE because Street Dance is cool, you get to do cool actions” Jayden. 

 

“I like our worm stuff because were making a fact sheet for the Year 2’s.  They showed 

us their shark one so were making a worm one” Corey. 

 

“I like making things because you can make an alien and use some different materials” 

Emily. 

 

“I like maths because I like taking away with missing numbers, I used some post vans 

and parcels” Connor. 

 

“I love clay to do modelling, I made a fish and I used lots of different tools” 

 

 


